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tlie very year of Elizabeth's accession * complaint was made
against forestallers and regraters 2 of coal; and committees
of the House of Commons were holding inquiries into the
price of coal more than two centuries later.
Conflict of The closing years of the sixteenth century witnessed the
anAam- first beginnings of the conflict in an acute form. The London
authorities registered a complaint before the Privy Council
in 1595, in which they charged the Hostmen with advancing
the price of coal from four to nine shillings the chaldron 3.
They had engrossed the mines, so the indictment ran, and
their policy was to " diet and feed the shipmasters and
merchants with such scarcity as may best serve for their
own advantage. . . . They have store enough at the mine,
but they provide so that there is a small store or none at the
waterside ". It was, in short, a ( plain monopoly' of a
staple commodity. The Hostmen replied that the price of
coal had risen only two shillings per chaldron, owing to the
increase in the cost of carriage and the wages of colliers 4.
The defence drew from the London authorities the retort
that it covered everything but the chief cause; yet the
monopoly of the northern dealers remained intact, and when
the price of coal once more engaged public attention a few
years later (1601) the Privy Council was driven to suggest
that the livery companies should " disburse a round stock
of money to make provision now in summer and to utter
[sell] the same again in the winter at the same rates they
buy, whereby the prices may be kept under " 5—a proposal
for which communal purchases of corn provided a precedent6.
In the reign of James I. the London corporation returned
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. Rye, 326.        * On these terms, see infra, p. 422.
*	This was the price charged to shippers at Newcastle per Newcastle
chaldron :   Acts of th& Privy Council, 1595-1596, p. 32 ;   Records of the
Hostmen, 2 seq.   In Tudor Economic Documents (ed. Tawney and Power),
i. 267, the document is dated 1590, but in The Remembrancia of the City of
London, 79, it is placed among the records of 1595.
4 Records of the Hostmen, 5 seq.
 *	Acts of the Privy Council, 1601-1604, p. 68.    The lord mayor had
made another complaint in 1597 : ibid. 1597, p. 312.
 *	^ Infra, vol. iii. p. 441.   In 1621 the London authorities stated that they
had ' for many years past' provided a supply of coal to be sold to the poor
in winter at easy rates :  The Remembrancia of the City of London, 84, 87.
Cf. infra, Appendix, p. 491, No. i.   The London companies provided coal in
1665: Herbert, The History of the Twelve Great Livery Companies, i. 130. Pro-
vincial towns also supplied coal to the poor: Hist. MSS. Comm. Exeter. 68.

